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“Communication leads to Communion, and Communion creates

Community.” - St. John Paul II

“Communication leads to Communion, and Communion creates
Community.” - St. John Paul II

With deep joy and gratitude, I warmly welcome the revival of our
Province Magazine, TARANG, in its new form as a Province E-
Newsletter. As communicated earlier through my personal letter,
this renewed initiative marks a new beginning, breathing fresh life
into our cherished medium of communication. “Every new
beginning comes from some other beginning’s end.” In this spirit,
TARANG is reborn — not merely as a publication, but as a living
bond that connects our hearts, communities, and missions.

I am truly delighted that TARANG, once the printed voice of our Province, has now taken a new
digital form, making it more accessible, dynamic, and timely. Henceforth, this E-Newsletter will be
published quarterly, serving as a platform to share news and reports from our communities, missions,
and apostolates; celebrate ordinations, jubilees, anniversaries, feasts, blessings, and important events;
highlight pastoral initiatives, missionary experiences, personal testimonies, and best practices; and
include meaningful contributions from our lay collaborators, benefactors, and friends of the
Congregation. It will also offer space for creative expression, spiritual reflections, and inspiring
visuals, fostering fraternity, communion, and a deeper sense of belonging.

I sincerely thank the Secretary and the editorial team for ensuring that the first issue is published
with clarity of vision, dedication, and commitment, faithfully reflecting the purpose for which
TARANG has been designed. Their efforts have given this newsletter a graceful beginning, and I trust
that TARANG will continue to grow as a vibrant channel of communication, inspiration, and unity
across the Province.

As we bring out this first issue, we also find ourselves in the sacred season of Lent — a time of
grace, renewal, and deeper conversion. Lent invites us to pause, reflect, pray, fast, and share, as we
journey together toward the celebration of the Paschal Mysteries of our Lord. “Return to me with all
your heart” (Joel 2:12) becomes our gentle call, urging us to renew our commitment to God, to one
another, and to our mission. May this holy season help us to purify our intentions, deepen our faith,
rekindle our hope, and strengthen our love, so that Easter may truly become a celebration of new life,
renewed hearts, and missionary zeal.

May TARANG continue to flow like a gentle stream, carrying stories of faith, service, sacrifice, and
joy from every corner of our Province. Let it become a bridge of communion, a voice of
encouragement, and a mirror of our shared journey in Christ.

With prayerful best wishes and blessings.
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Canonical Visit of the  Superior GeneralCanonical Visit of the  Superior General

The Canonical Visit of our Superior General from 02 January to 11 February 2026 was a time of
grace, renewal, and encouragement for our Province. His presence strengthened our unity and
commitment to our mission. We gratefully share these moments captured during this blessed
visitation.
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The Joint Meeting of the General Curia and
the Provincial Curia was held on 20–21
February 2026 at the MSFS Provincialate,
Nagpur. The meeting began with prayer and
a warm welcome to the General Curia and
concluded on 21st afternoon with lunch. It
was a grace-filled occasion of dialogue,
unity, and renewed commitment to our
shared mission.

The Joy of Mission: A Harvest of Faith in MuliquelaThe Joy of Mission: A Harvest of Faith in MuliquelaThe Joy of Mission: A Harvest of Faith in Muliquela
Diocese of Gurué, Zambezia, MozambiqueDiocese of Gurué, Zambezia, MozambiqueDiocese of Gurué, Zambezia, Mozambique

In the heart of Zambezia, where the red dust of the roads meets the vibrant green of the landscape,
the Parish of Our Lady of Fatima in Muliquela a sanctuary of the Diocese of Gurué stands as a
testament to the enduring power of the Gospel. Here, the "Joy of Mission" is not just a concept; it
is a lived reality, visible in the miles traveled and the thousands of lives transformed.

The Parish is not confined to a single building; it is a network of 82 substations (outstations)
scattered throughout the region, covering a distance of almost 90km. Each of these substations
represents a community of the faithful who gather to pray, sing, and support one another, often
waiting months or years for a priest to visit them. The joy when the mission car arrives is palpable.
The fatigue of the long journey fades away when the missionary is greeted by the rhythmic beating
of drums and the harmonies of a choir that has been practicing for hours.

PCGC Meeting at the Provincial House, NagpurPCGC Meeting at the Provincial House, NagpurPCGC Meeting at the Provincial House, Nagpur
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The fruit of this labor is staggering. In recent
times, the parish has celebrated almost 10,614
baptisms.This number is more than a statistic; it
represents 10,614 individual "yeses" to God. In
Muliquela, a baptism is rarely a quiet, private
affair. It is a community festival, a public
declaration of faith that reverberates through
the village.

Alongside these baptisms, the parish has
celebrated more than 270 marriages. In a
modern world where the commitment of
marriage is often challenged, seeing 270
couples stand before the altar in rural
Mozambique is a powerful witness to the
stability and sanctity of family life. These
couples form the domestic churches that will
nurture the next generation of the faithful.

Beyond the headline numbers, the daily life of the mission is filled with the administration of other
sacraments—Confessions heard under the shade of mango trees, the Anointing of the Sick
administered in mud-brick homes, and the Holy Eucharist celebrated with a reverence that
transcends the humble surroundings. The "Joy of Mission" in Muliquela is found in the dust and the
distance, in the struggles with malaria and the face of daily challenges. It is found in the priests and
the catechists who walk for hours to teach the faith. Most importantly, it is found in the Christians
who have found hope in the Gospel.

The Sanctuary of Our Lady
of Fatima in Muliquela is a
beacon in Zambezia,
reminding us all that when
the Church goes forth, the
harvest is indeed plentiful.

7
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Christmas, New Year, and Parish Feast Celebrations – 2025Christmas, New Year, and Parish Feast Celebrations – 2025Christmas, New Year, and Parish Feast Celebrations – 2025
St. John the Evangelist Church, CIDCO, Chatrapati Sambhajinagar, in preparation for Christmas
organized a series of spiritual and community oriented programs, which were conducted
prayerfully and successfully. As part of the spiritual preparation for Christmas, a one-day retreat
was arranged for the faithful. Rev. Fr. Gilbert, OFM, was invited to lead the retreat and share his
spiritual reflections. The faithful participated with deep devotion and availed of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, thus preparing their hearts to celebrate the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. For
three days of the Christmas carol singers consisting of committed parishioners and the parish
youth visited all the families of the parish bringing to them and the neighbourhood the joy of
Christmas.  

The decoration of the Church and
the preparation of the Christmas
crib were carried out by the
parishioners under the guidance of
Rev. Fr. Marcus Ruptake, Parish
Priest, and Rev. Fr. Biraj Minz,
AssistantParish Priest. The
Christmas Vigil Mass was
solemnly celebrated by Rev. Fr.
Anto Depak, MSFS, with Rev. Fr.
Lalji, MSFS, as the concelebrant.
After Holy Mass, the parish
community gathered to exchange
Christmas greetings, and enjoyed
cake and coffee. On 25th
December, the morning Mass was
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Marcus
Ruptake, after which cake was
distributed to the faithful.

On 31st December, the Thanksgiving EucharisticAdoration was from 10:30 p.m. to 11:30p.m.,
animated by Rev. Fr. Biraj Minz. He was also the main celebrant for the Holy Mass. The parish
joyfully welcomed the New Year 2026 with by cutting a cake. On 4th January 2026, the
ParishFeast was celebrated with solemnity. Rev. Fr. K. V. Josephwas the main celebrant. Many
priests from the Diocese and other Congregations joined the celebration and shared a common
meal with the parishioners. The Parish Priest expressed sincere gratitude to all parishioners and
the Parish Council members for their cooperation, generous support, and valuable service in
making these celebrations meaningful and memorable.

8
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  An Encounter in Empathy and Social ResponsibilityAn Encounter in Empathy and Social Responsibility  
  An Initiative of the Fransalian Social Science ClubAn Initiative of the Fransalian Social Science Club

 An Encounter in Empathy and Social Responsibility 
 An Initiative of the Fransalian Social Science Club

As part of the school’s continued commitment to nurturing socially conscious citizens, a group of

students visited a local non-governmental organization dedicated to the welfare and

empowerment of women at Ashray,Faruknagar on 20  December 2025. The visit proved to be an

enriching experience that extended far beyond observation, becoming a meaningful exchange of

stories, emotions, and mutual respect.

th

A contingent of 29 students of the Fransalian
Social Science Club accompanied by three
dedicated teachers undertook the visit under
the guidance of the Principal, Rev. Fr. Allen
Gonsalves. The group arrived at the venue at
11:30 a.m., and the programme unfolded
gracefully over the course of an hour,
concluding at 12:30 p.m., with each moment
thoughtfully utilized. The students engaged
in thoughtful interaction with the women at
the NGO, creating a space for open dialogue
and genuine connection. Through heartfelt
conversations, they gained insight into the
women’s life journeys — their struggles,
resilience, and unwavering determination in
the face of adversity. The narratives left a
lasting impression on the students, fostering
a deeper understanding of social realities
and human strength.

As an expression of compassion and solidarity, the students distributed food items to the women,

addressing immediate needs with sincerity and care. Additionally, stationery items were

presented as a symbolic gesture of encouragement, reflecting the belief that education and

opportunity remain powerful tools for empowerment. The visit served as a profound reminder

that meaningful change begins with empathy and action. It not only enriched the lives of those

supported by the NGO but also instilled in the students a renewed sense of responsibility,

gratitude, and awareness - values that lie at the heart of true education.

9
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These performances not only show cased the
students’ artistic talents but also underscored
their sensitivity towards social realities. The
programme emerged as a celebration of learning,
compassion, and youthful expression. Overall,
the visit proved to be informative, enriching, and
profoundly inspiring, leaving an indelible
impression on all those present and reaffirming
the enduring value of educational outreach
initiatives.

Vistara – Sailing Beyond BoundariesVistara – Sailing Beyond Boundaries  Vistara – Sailing Beyond Boundaries 
Mr. Robin D’CruzMr. Robin D’CruzMr. Robin D’Cruz

The Annual Sports Meet 2025 of St. Johns Public School (CBSE), Nagpur, held on 13  December
2025 on the school football ground, was a vibrant celebration of enthusiasm, unity, and youthful
spirit. Centered on the inspiring theme “Vistara– Sailing Beyond Boundaries,” the event reflected
the school’s strong commitment to holistic education through sports, culture, discipline, and
inclusivity.

th

The programme began with a dignified
inaugural ceremony, followed by an
impressive and disciplined march past by
the Red, Green, Yellow, and Blue Houses.
Each house displayed remarkable
coordination, agility, and teamwork,
setting an energetic tone for the day. 

The visit was distinguished by the students’
enthusiastic participation in a series of cultural
presentations that reflected both creativity and
social awareness. An eloquent speech delivered by a
student set an inspiring tone for the programme.
This was followed by a captivating dance
performance that blended expression with rhythm.
The atmosphere was further enriched by a
harmonious group song, while a poignant poem
recitation added depth and emotional resonance to
the occasion. 

10
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A proud milestone of the meet was the release of the school magazine Invictus–Vol. II, guided
by the Chief Editor and unveiled by the dignitaries. This moment symbolized creativity,
achievement, and the collective growth of the school community. 

The sports arena buzzed with excitement as students participated in 400m, 800m, and relay races
for both boys and girls, demonstrating perseverance, determination, and true sportsmanship.
Cultural vibrancy was added through class-wise dance performances that artistically portrayed a
journey from Incredible India to Egypt, captivating the audience with grace and imagination. A
dynamic karate demonstration highlighted discipline, focus, and self-control. The special dance
performance by students of Jeevodaya Special School became the most touching moment,
powerfully expressing the values of inclusivity and compassion. 

The meet concluded with a thrilling football match between Red House and Blue House, with
Blue House winning 2-1. The event’s success was made possible by the dedication of the staff,
enthusiasm of the students, support of the parents, and encouragement of the Management, truly
embodying the spirit of “Vistara – Sailing Beyond Boundaries.”

Pilgrims of Hope: Grand Jubilee Celebration - Christmas 2025Pilgrims of Hope: Grand Jubilee Celebration - Christmas 2025  Pilgrims of Hope: Grand Jubilee Celebration - Christmas 2025 

In a vibrant display of unity and festive cheer on 22  December 2025 the Social Apostolate &
Innovative Ministry (SAIM) hosted a landmark Christmas Carols and Tableau Competition to
mark the Jubilee Year 2025, Pilgrims of Hope. This initiative by SAIM succeeded in bringing
together 320 students from eight Catholic schools from in and around Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Nagar, for a day of anticipated celebration of the birthday of our Lord Jesus. 

nd

Each of the eight participating schools
sent a contingent of 35 to 40 students.
In a beautiful reflection of the Jubilee
message, the participants came from
diverse backgrounds with tremendous
excitement. The Sangam Auditorium in
the Cathedral Campus was filled with
the sound of harmonious carols and the
sight of meticulously prepared tableaus,
each telling the story of Christmas,
through the lens of hope. The
competition was highly competitive
showcasing the calibre of the talents of
the students of our schools.

11
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Trophies and Certificates of Achievement were
awarded to the First and Second-place winners in
both the competitions. To honour the dedication of
every child, Certificates of Participation were
presented to all ensuring that every “Pilgrim of
Hope” felt valued for their contribution. Fransalian
School of Excellence bagged the winner’s trophy
for the carol singing competition.

The Chief Guest, Rt. Rev. Bernard Lancy Pinto, appreciated all the 320 students for bringing out
their hidden talents in music and skits and giving the audience a Hope for the future. He wished all
of them a bright future, inviting them to inculcate the values that Jesus had lived and taught. The
Fathers, Sisters and teachers who accompanied the students described the event as a success, and a
model for future innovative ministry pograms. By involving schools on such a large scale, the
Social Appostolate transformed a traditional competition into a powerful tool of social cohesion.
The event concluded with all partaking in a fellowship meal. It left a sense of accomplishment,
inspiring the community to celebrate faith and friendship with renewed enthusiasm.

“When we bring our youth together like this, we don't just celebrate a feast;
we build the future of hope.”

Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam MSFS
PCIC-SAIM

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION OFGOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH, JANAKPURIST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH, JANAKPURI

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES PARISH, JANAKPURI

“The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.” Psalm 126:3

12
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The Golden Jubilee of St. Francis de Sales Parish, Janakpuri, marking fifty blessed years of faith,
service, and community (1976–2026), was celebrated with profound reverence and heartfelt
gratitude on Sunday, 1st February 2026, at St. Francis de Sales Sr. Sec. School, Janakpuri.

This momentous milestone brought together
generations of parishioners, young and old, united in
thanksgiving to God for His unfailing presence and
loving guidance over the past five decades. The
Eucharistic celebration was solemnly led by Most
Rev. Anil J. T. Couto, Archbishop of Delhi, in the
gracious presence of Rev. Dr. Johnson Kallidukil
MSFS, Superior General, Rev. Fr. Manoj Tirkey
MSFS, Provincial Superior of Nagpur Province,
Msgr. Vincent D’Souza, our Vicar General and other
MSFS priests, diocesan priests and religious, whose
presence added immense spiritual significance to the
occasion.

The celebration commenced with the symbolic
washing of the hands of the honoured guests,
followed by a graceful welcome dance by the
Women’s Group. The Holy Eucharist was further
enriched by a special entrance procession, during
which 50 diyas, carried by parishioners, were
reverently offered at the altar. These lights
symbolized fifty years of faith, prayer, service, and
God’s abiding grace in the life of the parish. The
youth choir, through soulful hymns, added depth and
devotion to the liturgy.

Following the Eucharistic celebration, a vibrant cultural programme showcased the unity, talents,
and diversity of the parish community. Priests and religious associated with the parish over the
years were honoured with roses as a token of love, gratitude, and remembrance. The presence of
the elder and founding members of the parish made the celebration especially meaningful.
Engaging performances by the catechism students, the Women’s Group, and the Youth Group,
along with lively and confident anchoring by the youth, kept the atmosphere joyful and spirited.
The inspirational messages shared by the esteemed guests encouraged the faithful to continue the
parish’s mission of service and compassion, firmly rooted in Christ.

13
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A specially prepared video depicting the
parish’s 50-year journey touched hearts
and stirred cherished memories. The
celebration was further marked by the
release of the Souvenir-cum-Directory by
Most Rev. Anil J. T. Couto, a treasured
keepsake and a lasting testimony to the
parish’s rich history, people, and
milestones. 

This momentous celebration was made possible through
the loving guidance and visionary leadership of Rev. Dr.
Domy Thomas MSFS, Parish Priest, and Rev. Fr. Amrit
Lakra MSFS, Assistant Parish Priest. Under their able
direction, meticulous planning and preparation were
carried out in close collaboration with the parish council.
Heartfelt appreciation is extended to the dedicated
sisters, whose thoughtfully prepared decorations added
beauty to the occasion; the catechism teachers, who
patiently guided and prepared the children; and the
women and youth cells, whose tireless efforts ensured the
success of the celebration. 

The Golden Jubilee celebration concluded with a warm
fellowship meal lovingly shared by all, reflecting the spirit
of togetherness and family that defines St. Francis de Sales
Parish. Above all, we thank Almighty God for His abiding
presence with our parish through fifty years of grace. As
we move forward, we pray that St. Francis de Sales Parish
may remain steadfast in faith, love, and service, always
faithful to the Gospel. To God be all glory, honour, and
praise, now and forever! 

Ms. Anjali Tigga 
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary

14
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Education Forum Meeting – Nagpur ProvinceEducation Forum Meeting – Nagpur ProvinceEducation Forum Meeting – Nagpur Province

The Education Forum Meeting of the Nagpur Province was held on 14 February 2026 at the
Provincialate. The programme commenced with a welcome ceremony and prayer service,
setting a reflective tone for the day. The first session was conducted by a distinguished
resource person, Mrs. Manisha Deshmukh, an expert in the field of education and social
development, who has been serving society in various capacities. She was introduced and
welcomed by Fr. Vishwas.

In her address, she focused on key concerns relevant to
the Education Ministry. She elaborated on the role of
schools, emphasizing the importance of forming and
effectively implementing statutory committees related to
student safety, security, and stakeholder welfare. She also
addressed the issue of bullying in schools, outlining its
various forms and suggesting preventive and corrective
measures to ensure a safe and inclusive environment.
Further, she reflected on conflict management, explaining
the phases and types of conflict encountered in
institutional settings and offering practical strategies for
resolution.

The second session was led by Mr. Altamash Khan, who explained the recent amendments in
labour laws and their implications for educational institutions. His presentation provided
clarity on compliance requirements and administrative responsibilities in light of the new
regulations.

15
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In the concluding session, Fr. Manoj Tirkey,
Provincial Superior of the Nagpur Province,
addressed the gathering. In his message, he
underscored the pressing need for all
educators and administrators to continually
update and upgrade themselves in response to
the evolving educational and legal landscape.
He emphasized that remaining informed,
competent, and proactive is essential for the
effective and responsible administration of
our institutions. He further encouraged the
participants to persevere in the mission
entrusted to them, carrying forward their
responsibilities with dedication, integrity, and
renewed commitment. His address served as
both guidance and motivation, bringing the
meeting to a meaningful and inspiring
conclusion.

All the sessions were highly informative and relevant to our daily educational ministry. The
meeting concluded with a renewed commitment to strengthen institutional governance,
promote student welfare, and uphold legal and ethical standards in all our institutions.

2nd National Fransalian Youth Conference – 20262nd National Fransalian Youth Conference – 20262nd National Fransalian Youth Conference – 2026

Rise in Hope, Shine in LoveRise in Hope, Shine in LoveRise in Hope, Shine in Love
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The 2nd National Fransalian Youth Conference – 2026 was a spiritually enriching and
empowering gathering that brought together Fransalian youth to deepen their faith, strengthen
unity, and reflect on their responsibilities in society. The conference began with a solemn
inaugural ceremony. It included the unveiling of the Logo, Hoisting of the Flag, a March-Past,
and the Oath-Taking, thus setting the tone of commitment and fraternity.

The Holy Eucharist and prayer sessions
emphasized the importance of connecting
with God and living with faith and courage.
Inspiring sessions on responsible citizenship
and nation building encouraged the youth to
become leaders rooted in integrity and
service. Another session on emotional well-
being and relationships guided them toward
self-acceptance, healthy family bonds, and
trust in Christ.

Group discussions, Eucharistic Adoration, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation offered
opportunities for reflection and spiritual renewal. Cultural programs showcased the creativity
and talents of the participants, strengthening unity and joy. Overall, the conference
successfully integrated prayer, formation, leadership and fellowship, inspiring the youth to
truly rise in hope and shine in love as responsible citizens and faithful witnesses of Christ.
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A New Beginning: Opening of SFS Hostel, KandorA New Beginning: Opening of SFS Hostel, KandorA New Beginning: Opening of SFS Hostel, Kandor

It was truly a grace-filled moment for all of us. A newly constructed Boys’ Hostel was
inaugurated by Most Rev. Fr. Johnson Kallidukil, Superior General of the MSFS Congregation,
in the presence of Rev. Fr. Manoj Tirkey, Provincial Superior of the Nagpur Province.

The chief guest was given a
solemn welcome through
Santali rituals, including the
washing of the feet and a
traditional Santhal dance.
Soon after the inauguration
and the blessing of the new
building, a short cultural
programme was organized to
thank Almighty God for the
blessings and abundant graces
bestowed upon us.

This initiative is a great opportunity
for the local children to receive the
basic education that many of them are
otherwise deprived of. Nearly 250
students reside at SFS Hostel, Kandor,
where they are provided with
accommodation, education, and
Christian values. They grow in their
knowledge of Christ and moral living,
even though some of them come from
Hindu or nature-worshipping families.

The ultimate aim of the mission is to “make
Christ known through education,” so that the
light of Christ may shine in society.
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I HAVE CALLED YOU BY NAME, YOU ARE MINE - ISAIAH 43:1I HAVE CALLED YOU BY NAME, YOU ARE MINE - ISAIAH 43:1I HAVE CALLED YOU BY NAME, YOU ARE MINE - ISAIAH 43:1

On 10  January 2026 the faithful of St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Birmitrapur, had the joy of
witnessing the sacred rite of priestly ordination of Deacon Bimal Topno MSFS. He was
ordained by Rt. Rev. Kishore Kumar Kujur, the Bishop of Rourkela. Rev. Fr. Allan Gonsalves
MSFS was the Provincial delegate. Also present on this grace-filled occasion were Rev. Fr. Jose
Symon, the representative of Tejas Vidya Peetha, Bangalore, Rev. Fr. Rajesh Kullu, Parish
Priest of St. Paul's Catholic Church, Birmitrapur, many priests, religious sisters, brothers,
parishioners and relatives. It was a long awaited occasion for the entire community. 

th

The ordination ceremony presided over by Rt. Rev.
Kishore Kumar Kujur, the Bishop of Rourkela began at
8:30 a.m. with a solemn entrance procession dance. The
parishioners dressed in colourful saris and carrying
beautifully decorated pots on their heads, danced as the
entrance hymn was sung accompanied by traditional
Adivasi musical instruments. It created a spiritually
uplifting and culturally rich atmosphere.  
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During his homily, the Bishop emphasized
the noble and sacred role of the priesthood
and the call to serve the Church faithfully
and selflessly.  After the rite of priestly
ordination the Bishop, priests and family
members warmly congratulated the newly
ordained priest.   

A felicitation program was held soon after
the mass.  The newly ordained priest, along
with the Bishop and other priests, was
escorted to the stage to the rhythmic beats of
the drums, the nagera and a traditional chain
dance. The family members of new priest
felicitated all the guests with a bouquet of
flowers and a shawl as a gesture of gratitude
and honour. The Nagpuri and Sambalpuri
dances added vibrant colour and joy to the
event. The entire program was well
organized by the Parish priest, the assistant
parish priest, the deacon, members of the
ordination committee and the parishioners.
The celebration concluded with the blessing
of the newly ordained priest.

“You Did Not Choose Me, But I Chose You” - John 15:16“You Did Not Choose Me, But I Chose You” - John 15:16      “You Did Not Choose Me, But I Chose You” - John 15:16   

22 January 2026 was a joyful day for the Parishioners of St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
Sundargarh, as one of its members Deacon Abhijit Bhengra MSFS was ordained a priest by Rt.
Rev. Kishore Kumar Kujur D.D., Bishop of Rourkela Diocese.  At 7.00 am the Parish Priest
along with the family members welcomed the Bishop. Holy Mass began at 7:30 am with
melodious singing of hymns and a vibrant entrance dance. In his homily the Bishop emphasized
the role of the priest as a shepherd after the heart of Jesus Christ, called to serve with humility
and zeal. 
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The solemnity of the occasion was enhanced by the presence of Rev. Fr. Johnson Kallidukil
MSFS, the Superior General, Rev. Fr. Manoj Tirkey MSFS, Provincial Superior of Nagpur
Province, Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Toppo SVD, Parish priest of St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
Sundargarh, and about twenty-five priests. The highlight of the ceremony was the laying on of
hands, the prayer of Ordination, the Litany of the Saints, and the vesting with the stole and the
chasuble. Then the Bishop anointed Abhijit’s hands with Holy Chrism. From now on he is given
the sacred duty of sanctifying the people of God. 

The Parish Priest and the parishioners played a
significant role in organising the entire liturgical
celebration. After a short break, a brief felicitation
program was held by the Parishioners to honour Fr.
Abhijit. The Superior General and the Provincial Superior
expressed their gratitude to Abhijit’s parents and the
family for gifting their son to the MSFS Congregation
and for the service of the Church. The program concluded
with a delicious meal for all the guests, the clergy, the
religious and the parishioners.  

Dedicated to the Ministry of the Word, the Altar, and CharityDedicated to the Ministry of the Word, the Altar, and CharityDedicated to the Ministry of the Word, the Altar, and Charity

16th February 2026 marked a significant milestone in the lives of five MSFS seminarians who
generously responded to God’s call to serve His Church, as they were ordained Deacons.
Brothers Praful DungDung, Sunandan Senapati, and Sameer Xess were of Nagpur Province. The
sacred celebration of the Holy Eucharist was officiated by His Lordship Simon Almeida, Bishop
of Pune. He prayerfully invoked the grace of the Holy Spirit upon the ordinandis as they
committed themselves to a life of service.
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The celebration was graced by the
presence of Fr. Johnson Gonsalves
MSFS, Provincial Superior of Pune, Fr.
Manoj Tirkey MSFS, Provincial
Superior of Nagpur and Fr. Jay Stephen
MSFS, the Delegate of South East
India Province. Many priests, religious
sisters and brothers, along with the
parents, family members, friends, and
benefactors of the newly ordained
deacons, were also present to witness
and rejoice in this sacred celebration.

The liturgy was deeply prayerful and spiritually enriching. Through the laying on of hands and
the prayer of consecration, we five candidates were ordained deacons, dedicating ourselves to the
ministry of the Word, the Altar, and Charity. The atmosphere was filled with gratitude and joy as
the Church welcomed five of us to the ordained ministry of service.

This sacred day stands as a testimony to God’s abundant graces and His faithfulness. With hearts
full of thanksgiving, we praise and thank God for His wonderful blessings and for leading the five
us one step closer to the priesthood. We request your prayers so that the Lord Jesus may continue
to guide and strengthen us in our vocation, and our diaconate ministry may bear abundant fruit for
the glory of God and the service of His people.

There was never an angry man 
that thought his anger unjust.
There was never an angry man 
that thought his anger unjust.

Saint Francis de Sales

Rev. Fr. Manoj Tirkey MSFS

Provincial Superior
Nagpur Province
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